6 GSafe Blood for Africa™ Foundation

2023 ACTIVITIES

IMPLEMENTATION PROJECTS

Blood supply

Club 25 Cameroon is a humanitarian,
apolitical, secular non-profit association of
voluntary blood donors. Created since 2018
by students from the Faculty of Medicine
and Biomedical Sciences (FMBS), it aims
principally at supplying Cameroonian blood
banks through voluntary and regular blood ' i b

donations, raising awareness within the PO C H ES
Cameroonian population on voluntary blood

donation, creating a framework of solidarity,
exchange and wellbeing for its members
and promoting health throughout the
national teritory. It has B0 members
devoted to achieving these goals, With the
help of the SBF A Cameroon, some partners
(Life Line, Oui Care, Canal Olympia), the University Teaching Hospital of Yaoundé (UTHY) and the
Facuity of Medicne and Biomedical Sciences (FMBS), as well as the devotion and dynamism of the
members, Club 25 Cameroon was able to collect 155 pints of blood in 2018, 225 pints in 2019, 301 pints
in 2020, 440 pints in 2021 and about 400 pints in 2022 and 2023.

The C25C remain very ambitious and optimistic for the next school year; = Obtain over 100 active C25C

members. « Share the vision of C25C in other institutions; National Advanced School of Engineering
Yaounde (NASE) and National Advanced School of Public Works Yaoundé (NASPW). « Promoting
voluntary blood donation within the FMBS. « Promoting voluntary blood donation in the University of
Yaounde |. = Educate younger students in secondary and high schools on the importance of volunteer
blood donation. « Increase the visibility of the club through media and social pages. « Effectively collect
at least 100 pints of blood per blood donation drive in 2023 « Organize activities which enable the
development and wellbeing of the members of the club (on the academic and social levels) « Establish
partnerships with 3 major structures. » Give intemational visibility to the C25C.



L PRESENTATION DU CLUB

Le Club 15 Cameroun est uoe association humanitaire, apolitume, laique, a4 but non hocratif
regroupant des doaneurs bénévoles de sang et dont le siége st situé 4 la Facnlté de Médecine et des Saences
Biomédicales de 1 Université de Yaounde 1. Créée en 2018, signée et délivrée par le récépissé de déclaration
: 00002201 RDAJOGAYSAATP/BAPP conformément & 'article 7 de la loi n® 90/053 dn 19 décembre
1990 portant sur Ia hberté d association

Depus 3a création le Club 235 Camercun a pour objectifs principanx :

=

=

YV

YY¥Yy

Sensibiliser la population camerounaise sur le don de sang bénévole
Ravitailler les bangues de sang.

I PRESENTATION DE L'ACTIVITE

1. OBJECTIFS GENERAUX
Contnbuer au ravitmllement des bangues de sang camercunaises par un don de sang bénévole,
volontare ef régulier ;
Promouvoir le don de sang bénévole et volontatre sux populations camerounases en mettant a leurs
disposition les documents nécessawres. en encourageant et en promouvant la sensibabisation de ces
populations, en facilitant les échanges enire les promotions et 'encadrement des promotions
Rascembler tous les émdiants de 1'universiié de Yaoundé 1 en voe de créer un cadre de solidarité,
Drechange et d'épanomssement meilleurs ponr les membres ;
Faciliter la coopération entre les membres et avec des partenatres nationaux et mternationaux ;
Promouvoir la santé dans 1'ensemble du temitoire national

2, OBJECTIFS SPECIFIQUES
Atteindre 150 poches de sang
Récompenser et fidéliser les donners
Détente de tout un chacwa
Sensibiliser le maximum de personne

3. HISTORIQUE DES CAMPAGNES DE DON DE SANG DE L'ANNEE 2023

CAMPAGNE
Journée internationale de FMSB-TY1 09-10 Mars 2023 71 poches
la femmme
Journee mondiale du FMSB-TY] 08-09 Jman 2023 96 poches
donneur de
Back to School ENSPY.TY1 13-14 Octobre 124 poches
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RESEARCH PROJECTS CONTINUING

Study 1

In September 2021, the SBFA Cameroon was granted a total amount of 66,300 Euros to conduct a one year
research project entitled "Comparison of Pre-donation Screening and Post-donation Testing of Hepalitis B Infection
in Blood Donors using a Randomized Trial in a Cameroonian Hospilal Blood Bank (FREDHERY

Background: HBsAg positive blood units still represent more than 50% of discarded blood units in most
Cameroonian blood banks. There is no evidence that the infection pre-donation screening process (PDS) is a
practical and cost-saving measure in high-prevalence settings.

Objectives: This study intends to assess the acceptability the performance and the benefit of HBsAg PDS.
Methods: A randomized trial in a pilat hospital-based blood service in Cameroon will be conducted on. 3,000
consenting blood donors who will be randomly screened for HEsAg pre-donation or tested post-donation (POT)
according to the current standard procedure. We plan to record the donor satisfaction during the post-donation
counseling and'or notification, to estimate and compare the cost and the linkage to care rate of each process, The
perormance of the POS will be assessed by comparing the sensitivity and specificity of the test and the residual
risk of HBY in the blood donations

Expected results: We expect the costof POS to be lower and the donor satisfaction score not to be lower than in
the PDT. The PDS may improve also the care of HBV -infected blood donors. The study is being conducted with the
full authorization of the ethical committee and the blood senvices.

Study 2

The Vitalant Research Institute and the Duke Uiniversity extended the project entitled ' Caractensation des infections
récentes parle virus de limmunodeficience humaine chez des donneurs de sang camerounais-Fhase 2.

Background:

Few data are available on incidence of unusual and recombinant subtypes in blood donations as most countries
and blood services focus on the common forms. |tisimpaortant to assess and monitor the emergent risk of mutations
and to define appropriate screening approaches. The pilot phase included in Cameroon, Burkina Faso and Central
Africa Republic. The three countries conseculively collected and analyzed 173 repeatedly reactive HIV samples
for confirmation (in Camenoon) and for genotyping, sequencing and recency inthe US. The results of the study are
being analyzed.

Objectives: Building upon the success of this pilot phase work, the current application proposes to estend the
monitoring of HIV infection in a greater number of countries with the following Aims:

. Aim 1) Perform annual cross-sectional studies of HIV 182 genotypeas
. Aim 2) Determine incidence of the gencolypes
Aim 3) Form a biorepository of HIV 182 genotypes
. Aim 4) Monitor the HIV screening performance of the current strategies used in Francophone countries

Methods: The proposed Epidemiological survelllance project objective was to collect and analyze a total of 400
HIV ElA repeatedly reactive blood donor samples (200 samples annually) from & Central and West African
francophone blood services (4 new centres) during a two-year time period from September 2021 — August 2023,
We will provide the following outcome variables:

» Proportion of recent HIV infection

= Types and Proportion of HIV genotypes

» Type of HIV screening reagents that are reported efficient on the identified genotypes

« Plylogenetic analysis of HIV variants

The IRE approval will be obtained from the SBFA ethics committee and the Cameroon Mational Ethics committee,

Expected results: This will have high impactin several areas of transfusion medicine and infectious disease. First,
this would both provide information to the blood services on the diversity of viruses currently circulating in donor
populations and will be useful for an external gually assessment scheme of HIV screening. Second, the
biorepository will increase transfusion safely by providing samples for molecular epidemiology, viral discovery and
increase viruses represented in the EQAPOL Viral Diversity Panel, in collabomtion with imeestigators at VR, Finally,
the effort will build capacity for biologic research at West African blood centers, and serve as a pilot project for a
larger surveillance in that region of Africa.



